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(Ennoia), called also Grace, for it was not conditioned, and Silence,
for it made no sign of its existence. Somehow the immeasurable
Deep made its own Thought fecund, and so Mind (Nous) came
into being; and though it was called Unique it had a correlative
side to it called Truth. It will be noticed that the Pairs are very
much like the Hegelian Thesis and Antithesis that between them
bring forth a Synthesis. In other words the Valentinian heavenly
hierarchy, known as the Pkroma, is rather philosophical descrip-
tion than mythology. After all, human beings only know of two
kinds of fresh production: there is the thought or idea that seems
to be self-produced from a man's consciousness, and there is the
new individual that comes from generation in plants and animals.
By the first process the ultimate Forefather of Valentinian theo-
logy conceived His original Thought, and by something analogous
to the second the dumb Thought produced what could be called
Nous. In other words Nous was 'begotten, not made/ Nous,
Mind, is an intelligent Understanding, the inevitable counterpart
of which is Truth. For if there be nothing true to understand
there can be no intelligent understanding.
It must also be pointed out that the original Bythos, the hidden
Deep that produced the first Thought out of itself, corresponds in
many ways to the Subliminal Self of modern psychologists. There
is in the human personality an inner treasure-house within us,
impulses good and bad which proceed not so much from our
conscious reasoning powers as from what is called 'the abysmal
depths of personality/ Le. from something corresponding to the
Valentinian word Bjthos. It was by a process analogous to that by
which new notions come into our minds out of the unknown
activities of our unconscious selves that the Valentinian Fore-
father produced His first unexpressed Thought.
Many more pairs of Aeons, according to Valentinus, were
formed by a process of a similar kind, the last of which was Design
and Sophia. The last is usually translated 'Wisdom,' but a more
appropriate English term is Philosophy. As we are soon to learn,
Sophia's conduct was not marked by true Wisdom, Sophia took no
pleasure in Design. The first Forefather could properly be per-
ceived by Nous alone, by the pure Intelligence. But somehow
Sophia had got a glimpse of this exalted Forefather, and she desired
to have direct intercourse with Him. This was not designed for
her: her search for the Unsearchable was labour and sorrow, and
(to continue the tale) her unauthorized passion somehow made
her fecund with a formless monster. In pain and terror Sophia
cried out for help to be sent to her from the Father and all the